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According to a report by environmental experts submitted to Uruguayan government officials on
Jan. 6, approximately 33,000 sq.km., or a fifth of Uruguay's national territory, has been affected
by acid rain generated by the coal-fuel thermoelectric facility in Candiota, Brazil. The report said
Candiota spews an average of 35,000 metric tons of sulfur oxide, 28,000 MT of nitrogen oxide and
14,000 MT of carcinogenic compounds containing nickel, arsenic, lead and mercury into the air
every day. In the city of Melo, located 40 km. from the plant, rain water tested at 3 pH, the same
acidity level as vinegar. The governments of eight Uruguayan departments affected by the acid rain
have launched a coordinated pressure campaign on the federal government to convince Brasilia
to find solutions. Candiota plant managers have thus far refused to install filters, asserting that
the cost is prohibitive. Meanwhile, the Brazilian government is considering expanding Candiota
power generation capacity over the next three years to 2,500 megawatts per day, a five-fold increase.
Previous plans to expand Candiota output, however, were postponed due to evidence of respiratory
problems among humans and reduced livestock weight gain in affected regions of Brazil. (Source:
Spanish news service EFE, 01/06/92)
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